THE RAPTURE: PRE, MID, OR POST-TRIBULATION?
Through the centuries those of us who believe in Jesus Christ have looked forward to His Second Coming, but many have feared the period of time immediately previous to His Coming commonly known as the Great Tribulation. Possibly because of this, there is a question that has arisen within the last few hundred years: Will some people be raptured out of the Earth to escape this tribulation or will everyone go through it, including the saints? Much controversy surrounds this emotionally-charged issue. 
Most evangelical Christians today believe in the “pre-tribulation rapture” as the undisputed truth. Even though slightly different versions co-exist, the majority accept something like the following: The rapture can occur in any year, on any day, or at any moment. Suddenly, and without warning, Gabriel sounds a trumpet blast, Jesus gathers all the believers (called the Church) who are then caught up out of the earth just before hell breaks loose in the form of a seven-year tribulation. Those who have not accepted Christ, along with the evildoers are doomed to remain on the earth and experience this wrath- filled tribulation first-hand. At or near it’s conclusion Jesus comes again to defeat the surviving evildoers at a battle called Armageddon. In the pre and mid-tribulation rapture scenarios it can be debated this theory clearly suggests the Messiah returns not once but twice: First at the secret rapture and then again at Armageddon.  Please do not try to avoid this issue by stating that He doesn’t really come to the world when He raptures out the saints because He stays in the clouds and doesn’t set foot on the ground!  The Scriptures state clearly that when He comes in the clouds, He comes to reign on the earth.
Other believers, mostly Messianic and Restorationists, say that the Scriptures teach the Messiah’s return will be immediately after the tribulation at the sound of the seventh trumpet (the last trump). 
Everyone has an opinion, but the only thing that really matters is what God says. The Scriptures speak for themselves better than we can. We only need to filter out our previous religious traditions so we can clearly understand what the Word of God truly says. Any comment in blue is to bring attention to what the Scripture actually says, rather than what we may have been told it says.
 

 

WHAT JESUS CHRIST SAYS 
Jesus Christ Himself gives the Parable of the Harvest; it is about the end times. As you read the parable and comments, look for clues of the pre-tribulation rapture. 
Matthew  13:24-30   Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed (children of the kingdom) in his field; (world, creation) But while men slept, his enemy (Satan) came and sowed tares (evil seed) among the wheat (good seed), and went his way. But when the blade (the first fruits from creation, the beginning) was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. (Evil seed that was sown after God had planted the good seed.) So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this (Satan). The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them (The tares) up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them (the wheat is NOT to be disturbed). Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. (The Word of God says, the evil are gathered FIRST, not one single good seed has been up-rooted or gathered YET. The righteous are not gathered, until after the tares are gathered out and bound into bundles to be burned.)
There is NOT one hint of good seed being harvested at any time until after the evil are taken and cast into the fire! Jesus Christ harvests all the good seed after all the evil seed has been pulled up and bound in bundles to be burned (burned in the future after the good seed has been harvested into the barn or in other words, the Kingdom. No pre-trib rapture was taught here and the righteous (good seed) was not removed. It was the tares that were removed first and burned. Here is the second witness to the Parable of the Harvest. 
 

Matthew  13:41-42   The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; (Notice His Kingdom is already here. It takes 3 things to make His kingdom: 1. The King, 2. The King’s Subjects, and 3. The Land. Now, if the angels must gather out of His kingdom only things that offend, it means there MUST be those present who do not offend.) And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. (This is a second witness to the parable of the Harvest; the subjects were not raptured out of the land; it is the offenders who are gathered and cast into the fire. The righteous were NOT the ones removed.)
Next, in His own words, Jesus Christ compares His coming as in the days of Noah. Please pay close attention to exactly what Jesus Christ says here; there are no idle words in the Scriptures: 
Matthew  24:37-41   But as the days of Noe [were], (Noah experienced and survived the flood judgment)  so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (Rather than being raptured, Noah and his sons prepared a place of safety.) For as in the days that were before the flood they (the wicked) were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, (The place of safety.), And KNEW NOT until the flood came, and took them (the wicked) all away;  (Notice that Noah was in the ark SEVEN full DAYS before the rain started and the Messiah said “ THEY ” (the wicked) “KNEW NOT” (understood not) “UNTIL THE FLOOD CAME” and took them all away. Jesus Christ did NOT mention one syllable about any repenting during those seven days; but on the contrary, Jesus Christ said the wicked had NO understanding until the flood (judgment) was already upon them.) so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (Jesus Christ then repeated word for word that His coming is like the days of Noah, returning to a wicked generation who will not understand even up unto the Day of the Lord (judgment). Think about it, if the wicked of our generation were to understand or repent, would the nations still gather at Jezreel?!) Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  (This is the major quote used by the pre-tribulation rapture theorists and they’ve got it backward. Who was taken and who was left in Noah’s day? The evil ones or tares were taken. Noah was left! The righteous were the ones who were left!) Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. (Proverbs 10:30, says, “the righteous will never be removed.” So who was removed? The evil ones, the tares, Noah dwelt safely in the ark that he and his sons prepared. 
We find more selections given by Jesus Christ that pertain directly to the Great Tribulation and His Second Coming.
 Matthew  24: 13-21   But he that shall endure unto the end, (end of tribulation) the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. (Jesus Christ goes straight from the Gospel preached, to the tribulation, continuing immediately to Jesus Christ’s introduction of an abomination that occurs. No rapture even mentioned here.), When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, (This is the abomination that happens in the midst of the seven years (Daniel Chap.9), which triggers the last 42 months called the Great Tribulation. Jesus Christ says WHEN WE see it; not IF we see it; NO IDLE WORDS.) stand in the holy place (the temple mount), (whoso readeth, let him understand;) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day; For THEN shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. (The Great Tribulation starts HERE in the midst of the 7 years, and again, there has been absolutely NO mention or even a hint of any form of rapture, only fleeing.) 
Now we will look at other selections where Jesus Christ is telling us that His coming is immediately after tribulation. There can only be ONE Second Coming and He has never mentioned returning before tribulation at any time in any verse.
Matthew  24:29 –30 Immediately after the tribulation of those days (The days of Tribulation are now OVER, every word following this point is unmistakably POST-TRIB.) shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then (after tribulation) shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then (after tribulation) shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (There can only be ONE SECOND COMING. Jesus Christ says it Himself: after tribulation) 
 
WHAT PAUL SAYS ABOUT WHO AND WHEN
The next scripture is taken from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians about the Lord coming back. He gives us the time of the Lord’s return and what the sign will be. In this letter, Paul also teaches that the brethren in Christ who have died will be the first to be resurrected and raptured when the Lord returns. All we need to do is read the order of events:

1 Thessalonians  4:13-18   But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. (The resurrection) For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God and the dead in Christ shall rise first: THEN  we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.  

1 Corinthians 15:51-53  Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the LAST trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality. (This verse explains which trump 1Thessalonians  4:13-18 is referring to.  It is the LAST trump.  This is only time that there is anything mentioned about a rapture. It plainly says that it will be at the LAST TRUMP which is at the end of tribulation on the Day of the Lord.  There is no indication that there will be a resurrection or rapture previous to the last trump.) 
*Revelation 10:5-7   And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, (The voice of the 7th angel and the last trump are one and the same.) when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be  finished, (The angel sounds at the finish, not the beginning.) as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 
Back to Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians: Paul’s next letter to them is answering some apparent question they had. He writes on the same subject but as in 1st Thessalonians because some seemed concerned about when the Lord would return. The word gets back to Paul and he has to elaborate on what he was telling them before. Now let’s resume at the first of the explanation. 
2 Thessalonians  2:1-4   Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and [by] our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.( He is saying to just stay calm.) Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; (The antichrist must be revealed first, and when does that happen? According to Daniel, and Jesus Christ quotes Daniel, it is not until THE MIDST OF THE WEEK… The midst of the seven years of tribulation.) 
2 Thessalonians  2:10-12   And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
 

The day of the Lord’s anger and Armageddon are unmistakably linked together. the Day of the Lord undisputedly comes at the end of the Tribulation.  It comes as the seventh trumpet sounds, also called the LAST Trump. The dead in Christ shall rise first and we are caught up with them in the clouds. Jesus Christ has already come to this earth the first time humbly as a lamb as a babe in the manger to bring salvation to His people; At His Second Coming (there is no third coming), He comes as a the Lion of Judah, the King of all the earth to bring judgment on the wicked and redemption to those who are His. 
 
 
ORIGIN OF THE SECRET RAPTURE THEORY
To many it is both amazing and shocking to discover that neither the word rapture nor the doctrine/teaching of a "secret rapture" is to be found in any bible translation. Moreover, it is not even mentioned in any "Christian" literature prior to the year 1830.

Dave MacPherson, author of “The Unbelievable Pre-Trib Origin,” reveals that the "rapture" teaching began in England during the early 1800's. MacPherson found that a Church of Scotland minister, named Edward Irving, was the first to preach the "rapture gospel."  Irving held some unusual positions on the use of "spiritual" gifts. However, when chaotic disturbances arose in Irving's services during the manifestations of these "gifts", the Church of Scotland removed Irving from his position as minister in 1832. Previous to his dismissal though, during one of his services in 1830, a young Scottish girl, named Margaret MacDonald, fell into a "trance".  After several hours of vision and prophesying she revealed that Christ's return would occur in two phases, not just one. Christ would supposedly first come visibly to only the righteous, then He would come a second time to execute wrath on the unrighteous in the nations.
This "secret rapture" was promoted by Irving claiming he, too, had heard a "voice" from heaven commanding him to teach it. (Some modern researchers submit that Irving's speculations of the "rapture were influenced by the Spanish Jesuit priest, Lacunza whose book Irving had translated in 1827 under the title, The coming of the Messiah in Glory and Majesty)
John Darby, an Englishman and pioneer of the "Plymouth Brethren" movement became caught up in the rapture philosophies of Irving. When Darby heard about Irving's activities, he traveled to Scotland to talk with Irving and his followers about the "secret rapture". It was Darby who became the main developer of "scriptural" arguments to support this theory/doctrine.
Darby's development of the "rapture" theory has since become widely popularized in Britain and in the States, largely as a result of Cyrus Scofield's notes in his Scofield Reference Bible.
Belief in the "secret rapture" doctrine has become so widespread among today's "evangelicals" and "fundamentalists" that many sitting in the pews assume that the teaching dates back to the apostles themselves and the Messiah. Regardless of whom one regards as the originator of the teaching — whether Irving, Darby, Margaret MacDonald, or a Jesuit priest - one thing is obvious; the "secret rapture" theory is of relatively recent origin. Moreover, it has no basis in fact nor was it ever a teaching of the Messiah, Apostles, or the early church begun by Jesus Christ. 
 

 Hosea 4:6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”
Paper based largely on an article at DanielsTimeline.com
